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ARCHIE WILLIS — EDITOR 

 @ArchieWillis02 

 

It’s finally here, and I’m incredibly excited to reveal 

FUTBOLISTA ISSUE 01. Many hours have gone into creat-

ing a football magazine which is fun, interesting and easy to 

read. Hopefully, ISSUE 01 is all those things and much 

more. November’s edition features short-form articles as 

well as lengthy pieces from a number of  talented football 

writers, plus photography, art and more. For more news on 

FUTBOLISTA, follow us on Twitter (@FUTBOLISTAmag), 

on Instagram (@futbolistamag) or check out futbolis-

tamag.com. Enjoy ISSUE 01, and thanks for reading.  

NOVEMBER 2019 
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CONTRIBUTORS 
These are the people who made ISSUE 01. Without them, we don’t 

know where we’d be.  

Stephen BRANDT - Liverpool fan and host at the Yellow Card Pod-

cast, he writes about Athletic Club’s 1969 Copa del Generalisimo 

victory in the 2nd Half. 

Adam BEAUMONT - International football lover and part-time 

shirt collector, Adam writes about the nine independent countries 

left out by FIFA in the 2nd Half. 

Sivan JOHN - Sivan tells the story of  Liverpool vs Spurs in the FA 

Cup Quarter Final of  1995. 

Onur BILGIC - Previously featuring on These Football Times and 

The Football Pink, he writes about George Weah. 

Steven FYFE - Blog writer and Swindon Town supporter, he exclu-

sively interviews a former Manchester United striker in the 2nd 

Half. 

Pedro ALMEIDA - Tottenham fan, Pedro tells you about L’E-

quipe’s fabled 10/10 rating for Lucas Moura in the 2nd Half. 

TREKuartista 95 - Ronaldinho’s career in under 500 words on page 

92. 

Wayne EDGE - Calcio lover, he writes about the A-League on page 

15 and Marco Giampaolo in Stoppage Time. 

Nova MARCOS - Crewe Alex fan, Nova gives an account of  the Al-

exandra Stadium on page 12. 

Emmanuel GEBREYES - Stats and more on page 14. 

Sam BETTANY - Designer among other things, Sam gives an ac-

count of  the power of  football video games on page 96. 

Adam ENGLAND - Writer and journalist, find out about his obses-

sion with football cards and stickers on page 98. 
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Fans make their way to the 

stadium for a pre-season 

friendly between Benfica 

and Anderlecht. 
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Sporting’s 50,095 capacity 

stadium, Estádio José Al-

valade, includes a LIDL 

supermarket. 
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GROUNDHOPPING: ALEXANDRA STADIUM 

The Alexandra Stadium is one of  the larger stadiums in League 

Two, this being because Crewe had to conform to stadium 

standards of  higher leagues due to seasons in League One and 

the Championship. I went to the stadium for the top of  the ta-

ble clash against Exeter to provide more details.                  

 From the outside the stadium is impressive, being next to the 

train station being two big parts of  Crewe’s history. The club 

shop/ticket office is a decent size with a large range of  mer-

chandise.                                                                                        

 Inside the Main Stand is a food and drink area with outdated 

TV’s, of  which the club say they’re planning to replace in the 

future. The food options are enjoyable. Before the game you 

can also enter through the two pub areas which both have large 

seating areas. The stadium can seat up to 10,153 fans but the av-

erage attendance is under half  of  this.                                     
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The atmosphere around the ground can vary immensely, de-

pending on the game, attendance, result and general mood 

around the club. In the game against Exeter the atmosphere 

was incredible, mostly due to it being a top of  the table clash 

with the biggest attendance in recent times, the good mood was 

haltered slightly by conceding an early goal, but the supporters 

never let up. When Crewe scored an equaliser the stadium 

erupted with joy, and the songs continued till the full time whis-

tle.                                                                                              

 Some memorable occasions recently include the 6-1 defeat to 

Aston Villa. Even with a loss as harsh as this the fans never 

stopped singing, cheering on the lads, and when the 1 goal 

Crewe scored went in, the stadium cheered it as if  it was a win-

ner. A 1-1 draw with Port Vale had a good feeling about it as 

well, a local rivalry with a last minute equaliser proved a good 

match day for all. And probably my favourite of  the lot, a 4-3 

win against Forest Green Rovers, in which Crewe came back 

from 3-1 down for Charlie Kirk to lash in a cross that lead to an 

own goal in the 63rd minute. Then proceeded to score in the 

87th and 89th minutes. It was an incredible match, with an in-

credible result.                                                                        

 Things are looking good for Crewe Alex, who currently sit at 

the top of  the table as I am writing this before the game against 

Swindon. Hopefully the run of  good form continues and the 

Alex can maintain the top spot. 
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SERIE A 

CONCEPTS 

STATS: SARR VS DEULOFEU 

TWITTER HEROES 
The AS Roma Twitter account has be-

come well-known for its comedy, but 

over the summer @ASRomaEN 

launched a brilliant initiative whereby 

all the transfer announcement videos 

were combined with a missing child 

campaign. A little bit of  effort goes a 

long way in helping people. 

Ismaila Sarr is 4 years 

younger so has more time to 

grow, although costs double 

of  what Gerard Deulofeu 

was bought for at the end of  

his loan in the 2018/19 sum-

mer transfer window. In the 

18/19 season Sarr attempted 

4.25 dribbles per 90 with a re-

spectable success rate of  just 

below 50%. Sarr is 6ft 1in, 3 

inches taller than his Spanish 

counterpart and although 

aerial duels may not matter 

for a winger it is one of  Deu-

lofeu's weak spots to his aes-

thetically pleasing game.  

Words: Emmanuel Gebreyes 

Words: Archie Willis 
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 A QUESTION 
How many times did Jean-Alain Boumsong play for the 

French national team? 

 

A.  10 caps 

B.  43 caps 

C.  27 caps 

D. 31 caps 

Words: Wayne Edge 

To celebrate the return of  the Hyundai A-League, 

here’s some information on the Australian league 

and why it should get your attention: 

- The A-League was started in 2004 and succeeded the previ-

ous incarnation the NSL (National Soccer League) 

- Each team plays each other 3 times and the top placed team 

after the 3 rounds wins the premiership or premiers plate 

- The top 6 teams then compete in a playoff  with the winner 

crowned A-League champion and also receiving a place in the 

ACL (Asian Champions League) 

- The inaugural premier winners were Adelaide United, with 

Sydney FC crowned the champions of  the A-League 

ANSWER: C (27 caps) 

Words: Archie Willis 
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GOOD EVENING SUPER LEAGUE 
In the year that, arguably, the greatest ever football manage-

ment simulator, Championship Manager 01/02, celebrates it’s 

18th birthday, the highly popular online version of  the game has 

entered its fifth season. The CM0102 Super League kicked off  

again back in September after a summer of  uncertainty and 

players and fans alike are being highly entertained. 

WHAT IS THE SUPER LEAGUE? 
For anyone that has not seen this yet, the Super League is an 

edited version of  the iconic game, bringing over 300 legends 

from Ronaldinho to Tonton Zola Moukoko into one division to 

battle it out in weekly titanic tussles. Fourteen teams compete 

in a twenty-six-game domestic campaign, followed by a playoff  

system that has been described as “carnage”.                      

 These fourteen teams are totally interactive however as they 
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WHY CONTINUE WITH THE SUPER 

LEAGUE? 

all host their own official Twitter accounts, run by the managers 

from all over the World. Take for example Swindon Devils 

(@SDCMFC) based in England, Midlothian (@midlothianclub) 

from Scotland and Dragon Destroyers (@DragonDestroyscm) 

from Wales and you could be forgiven for thinking it was a 

purely domestic matter, however Hooligans do Interior are 

based in Brazil, Vallen United are Sweden and Churchtown 

Massive are USA. The managers regular post weird and won-

derful videos, engage with supporters and generally mock each 

other and themselves in the name of  entertainment.            

 There is a weekly blog which features team of  the week, pre 

and post-match interviews and other statistical data. There is a 

midweek review show live on the @CM0102SL YouTube chan-

nel as well as the main event every Sunday night with guest 

commentators. There are weekly polls, occasional podcasts 

from the league sponsors, transfer windows and all 

manner of  other ways to get involved. 

 

 

 

 

There was a busy summer after season four due to former 

League Chairman, and two-time winner, Russel Boyce deciding 

to stand down. Thankfully for the players and fans, Rocket 

Sloths manager Martin agreed to take over the reigns and, after 

a massive rebuild and editing job, he has turned the Super 

League into a modern day extravaganza. But why did he do it? 

We asked the man himself. 
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“There are several reasons for this, perhaps surprisingly, it has 

almost nothing to do with the Super League itself. I joined the 

Super League as a manager after stumbling across it on Twitter, 

as a dedicated CM0102 fan I was still regularly playing the 

game, and I was delighted to take over the job as manager of  

Rocket Sloths. At the end of  the season the chairman at the 

time decided that he could no longer dedicate the time to the 

league that he felt it deserved, and unfortunately had to give it 

up. I thoroughly enjoyed my time as manager, but it never felt 

much different to me than just playing the game in a rather in-

frequent manner, so when I heard that the league would possi-

bly close down, I sensed an opportunity to get involved at a dif-

ferent level.                                                                                 

 Having grown up in the years of  role playing, and “choose 

your own adventure” books, I always wanted to get behind the 

scenes and try to create something which could give others this 

experience of  taking part. Something which is real but entirely 

fictional at the same time. Where your actions genuinely impact 

the outcome, which although without any physical or financial 

rewards in the real world, still feels important to the people in-

volved. Stuff  like is obviously far too time consuming to start 

with as a hobby, but rather than actually sitting down and creat-

ing a role playing environment or writing an entire book, here 

was my own ready-made adventure ready to pick up and play. I 

get to create the world, write the rules, interact with the players, 

broadcast the show, talk to the media and most importantly 

learn a lot of  new skills (like streaming) and improve the ones I 

already have.                                                                                

 The managers are an awesome bunch of  guys, the communi-

ty is brilliant and very supportive, I still love every minute I 
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SO, WHAT IS HAPPENING? 

spend on that old game, and I look forward to checking my 

email or the Twitter account every day to see what they’ve been 

up to. However, what I enjoy the most, and the real reason I de-

cided to review the league, is being in charge. Not in the sense 

of  making all the decisions, but in the sense of  providing op-

tions, opportunities and a framework for 14 guys, who just want 

to have a bit of  fun, to make those decisions and see where it 

takes them. To have people join me on our shows and pretend 

to be real football pundits for a few hours, to let people negoti-

ate transfers with each other, to create instructions to help or 

hinder their progress in the game, to track deals and changes 

and to help preserve this small piece of  alternative reality.      

 My love for the game obviously helps, and the story of  the 

CMSL is very interesting but that, in itself, is not why I am 

here.” 

 

 

At the time of  writing, last year’s finalists Aster Athletic are un-

beaten after five games, winning all five. At the other end, Som-

erset Sloths have lost all five and failed to score from open play. 

What has been very interesting is the number of  red cards there 

have been. The refs have proven to be VERY strict early on this 

campaign. Goals certainly are not a premium as we have seen 5, 

6, 7, 8 and 9 goal thrillers every week.                                      

 New managers this season are yet to make a real impression, 

other than Midlothian who have won three from five. Rivalries 

are being formed, particularly between Bolton Phoenix and 

Chudley Cannons, or The Crayons as Bolton keep referring to 

them. 
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HOW DID THE SUPER LEAGUE COME 

TO EXIST? 

 The new Youtube broadcasts are allowing for easier in-game 

interaction between players and fans which is proving very pop-

ular.                                                                                                

 We spoke to the Ardsley Celtic Manager Hodgy about why he 

enjoys being part of  the game:                                                

 “When I came on to Twitter around 18 months ago I was 

amazed by the ‘champ community’ I couldn’t believe how many 

people were not only still playing the game but also so passion-

ately! I then stumbled upon the super league picked a team to 

support and off  I went reading the weekly blogs and live weekly 

streams of  the games, that then led me to nagging then Chair-

man Boycie for a job at any and every club that became availa-

ble! I just had to be more involved! I guess it’s as much the so-

cial side as it is the games that I enjoy, when this game came 

out I was 14 playing it with a load of  school mates and I guess 

life gets in the way and there was only really me left playing it 

and I think the missus was quickly losing interest in how many 

Champions Leagues I’d won, so to find a league where 13 other 

like minded blokes from all over the globe are playing in and to 

add to that the fact that all the players in the game are the play-

ers I used to pretend to be as a kid it really is 7 year old on 

Christmas Eve for me and can’t wait for game day!” 

 

 

 

 

The answer to this is easy, the sheer fanaticism of  thousands of  

people worldwide, still playing a game eighteen years later. 

There are few, if  any, games with the longevity of  life CM0102 
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has. But why? We asked 

Martin and Hodgy just 

that.                                

 Martin: “The popularity 

of  CM0102 is a topic which 

has been explored exten-

sively over the years, but 

what it essentially boils 

down to is the balance be-

tween complexity and sim-

plicity. The level of  detail, 

the accuracy of  how things 

like relegation/promotion 

work, the contract negotia-

tions, scouting and physio 

reports and sheer size of  

the database were all in-

credibly impressive upon release and still is to this day. Howev-

er, the key to the longevity of  the game is the genius of  the in-

terface and level of  immersion available to the dedicated player 

with relatively little effort. The interface itself  is not revolution-

ary as such, it’s basically a bunch of  drop down menus, but the 

way they give you access to a just enough information to make 

you feel like a real football manager without having to under-

stand the reason (if  there is any) behind calculating xG and xA 

is unrivalled by any of  the games more recent iterations.     

 When talking about incredible popularity of  the game, it 

should be highlighted that this isn’t universally true. The game 

enjoys a dedicated following in the segment of  men aged 30-45 
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who played the game as kids and teenagers when they had all 

the time in the world, in the same way that younger people 

might have the same nostalgic feeling about Football Manager 

2012 which allegedly wasn’t a bad game. The difference is that 

FM12 will be dead and gone in 2030, because it will have been 

replaced by something identical but better, while CM0102 is still 

going strong after 18 years and will continue to do so long into 

the future. Football Manager is like a bottle of  Bordeaux; 2007 

wasn’t great, 2009 brilliant, 2012 back to ok-ish, but there will 

always be room for improvement and a better vintage so the 

fanbase won’t stay loyal for long. In contrast CM0102 is the 1947 

Cheval Blanc, unrivalled, on top of  the pile, the pinnacle of  

football management simulation, the fans of  CM don’t chase 

the next high, we already found what we were looking for.     

 The fact that we can blast through half  a season while the 

soaps are on, and the other half  between 11pm (when our sig-

nificant other goes bed) and 12:30am (which is still a decent 

bedtime) has absolutely nothing to do with it.”                    

 Hodgy: “For me championship manager 01/02 will always be 

the pinnacle of  manager simulation games, I think it’s the 

blend of  a massive database with stats and figures that go on 

and on mixed with the pure simplicity and speed of  the game-

play, I’ve been playing the game and its many variants from 

cm2 through to cm4 and even dare I say it football manager 

(sorry guys) but this is the edition that I always find myself  

back on whether it be smashing teams to bits with a bunch of  

heroes from my now misspent youth or working your way up 

the leagues with a bunch of  lads close to our hearts but the 

man on the street would probably ask who??? It just never gets 

boring and there’s always something new to stumble across 
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even now 18 years later, I dread to think how much of  my life 

I’ve spent playing the game but if  there’s one thing I’m certain 

of  is that none of  it was wasted!” 





2nd 

HALF 

RICHARD PACQUETTE // ATHLETIC CLUB // FRONTIERS OF FOOTBALL //   

         LIVERPOOL VS SPURS 95’ 

GEORGE WEAH // CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER // L’EQUIPE 10 



Words: Archie Willis x Non League Fax 

Non-league legend RICHARD PACQUETTE talks 

QPR, scoring at the Kop End, World Cup Qualifiers, 

non-league football and working at a school. 



Design: Archie Willis x kitandbone 

FUTBOLISTA EXCLUSIVES. 
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As part of  our new 

‘FUTBOLISTA EXCLU-

SIVES’ series, we interviewed 

a man who can only be de-

scribed as the king of  non-

league football. 38 stints at 

English football clubs down 

the line, striker Richard Pac-

quette is still banging in the 

goals at the age of  36. A tra-

ditional non-league journey-

man, he certainly has a story 

to tell, from scoring at Anfield 

in the FA Cup 4th Round to 

representing Dominica in 

FIFA World Cup Qualifying.   

FUTBOLISTA: You started your career at QPR back in 2000, 

were you confident of  making the breakthrough there and did 

you feel you had enough opportunities in the team? 

RICHARD PACQUETTE: I was there from the age of  13 and 

was improving all the time. I was given a scholar and a pro 

[contract] and I just hit the ground running. I always believed 

if  I continued scoring I would get my chance. I made my de-

but at 18 and was in and out of  the side which happens when 

you’re a young lad. I believe I should have got more opportu-
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“MY PHONE 

STILL RINGS AT 

36!” 

2000-04: Queens Park Rangers 

2002-03: Stevenage Borough (loan) 

2003-04: Dagenham & Redbridge (loan) 

2004: Mansfield Town (loan) 

2004: Milton Keynes Dons 

2004: Fisher Athletic 

2004: Brentford 

2004-05: Farnborough Town 

2005: Stevenage Borough 

2005: St Albans City 

2005: Hemel Hempstead Town 

2005: Hampton & Richmond Borough 

2005-06: Worthing 

2006: Thurrock (loan) 

2006-08: Havant & Waterlooville 

2008: Maidenhead United (loan) 

2008-09: Maidenhead United 

2009: Histon (loan) 

2009-10: York City 

2010-11: Eastbourne Borough 

2011: Hayes & Yeading United 

2011: Maidenhead United 

2012: Lincoln City 

2012: Bromley 

2012-13: Eastleigh 

2013: Sutton United 

2013-14: Maidenhead United 

2014-15: Eastbourne Borough 

2015-16: Hampton & Richmond Borough 

2015: Lewes (loan) 

2016: Walton & Hersham 

2016: Hampton & Richmond Borough 

2016: Metropolitan Police 

2016: Grays Athletic 

2016-17 Egham Town 

2017: Harrow Borough 

2017-18: Thamesmead Town 

2018-present: Harefield United 
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nities as I was always scoring and doing well in the reserves 

but I also understood the situation the club was in, being in 

administration and trying to get out of  League 1.  

 

F: You had a few more spells at Football League clubs early in 

your career. Was it always your aim to play in the Football 

League? 

“THE WHOLE BUILD-UP TO THE 

GAME WAS SPECIAL.” 
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RP: Yes, a few were loans. From a kid I’ve always wanted to 

be a professional footballer, and [I] wanted to play as high as 

possible. When we [QPR] got promoted to the Championship 

I really wanted to have a crack at it properly, as my debut for 

QPR ended in relegation from the old Division 1. But it wasn’t 

to be. 

 

F: You had a stunning spell at Havant & Waterlooville from 

2006 to 2008, which included scoring at Anfield in the FA Cup 

4th Round. Tell us about that moment. 

RP: Ahh it was quality, the whole build-up to the game was 

special. We got clapped into the stadium coming off  the 

coach, then I scored in front of  the Kop and got a standing 

ovation when I got subbed. I always get reminded about the 

game by people so it’s always nice. Also, the night out after 

the game was brilliant, I cancelled Match of  the Day to stay in 

Liverpool! 

 

F: Sounds bloody amazing. An international call-up followed. 

What was it like playing, and scoring, for Dominica in the 

2010 World Cup Qualifiers? 

RP: It was brilliant. I have a lot of  family out there and quite a 

few came to the first leg at home, so it was amazing to score 

in front of  them. The atmosphere in the stadium is a carnival 

atmosphere and it makes you right up for the game.  

 

F: During your career, you worked as a truancy officer at a 

school in Neasden, London. Is that something you were pas-





“
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sionate about, and 

what was it like 

working during the 

week and playing 

on a Saturday? 

RP: My role at the 

school was actually 

called a standards 

officer. It covered  

a range of  things which were truancy, kids wearing the correct 

uniform, behaviour around the school and classroom. In the 

beginning it was difficult, I went from full-time football to 

working and playing. I was leaving straight from work on a 

Tuesday and Thursday to go [to] training or matches. I would 

get home at midnight. I got used to it in the end and it just be-

came a routine.  

F: Did you ever 

feel at home at a 

particular club, 

and why did you 

find yourself  mov-

ing on so often? 

RP: I did at a few; 

Havant, Maiden-

head, Lincoln,  

Eastbourne Borough, QPR and now Harefield. What a lot of  

people don’t understand about non-league football [is that] 
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budgets get cut during the season, especially if  you get 

knocked out of  the FA Cup and FA Trophy early. Also if  a 

club is underachieving in the league they would also cut the 

budget. At the end of  every season I always had offers from 

clubs that wanted to challenge for things, and that’s what ap-

peals to me and it shows I must be doing something right on 

the pitch. My phone still rings at 36! 

 

F: You seem to be in great form at Harefield. How’s it going 

there, and do you see yourself  continuing in the game for a 

few years yet? 

RP: Yeah it’s going well, I’m scoring, I’m in good shape, still 

hungry. I’m also a player coach down there. I take the strik-

ers and I also go and watch games and look at our opposi-

tion. I’ve got a good few years left in me, touch wood. I am 

like a vintage wine! 



Words: Stephen Brandt 



Design: Archie Willis 
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 One of  the best clubs in 

Spain has always been 

Athletic Bilbao, where 

they have made most of  

their fame in the Copa 

Del Rey (Generalissimo). 

Up until Barcelona’s 

emergence Athletic Club 

was the standard bearer 

for the competition. To 

add extra spice to the 

competition for a good 

majority of  its existence it 

acted as the national title 

for the country. The 1969 

Copa Generalisimo Final 

was just celebrated again 

at Athletic Club’s stadium 

just recently here in 2019.             

 The 1960’s in Spain is 

during the reign of  Gen-

eral Franco, however this 

wasn’t a completely down 

time for the country. 

There was an economic 

boom that brought the 

country into the industri-

alized world, and brought 

people into the country at 

a great rate. On the foot-

ball side the league was 

coming off  the domi-

nance of  Real Madrid on 

the continent. The lesser 

clubs in the mind of  the 

government in Madrid, 

weren’t as lucky. General 

Franco was a Real Madrid 

supporter, and saw Barce-

lona as the enemy. In fact, 
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FRANCO 
the board of  Barcelona 

was wiped out by pro-

Franco forces. And we 

can see why Catalonia 

has wanted to leave 

Spain for the longest 

time. The 1960s for the 

Basque Club was one of  

the few low points in the 

clubs history. For all the 

great times, and the Co-

pa Del Generalisimo that 

they won, the 60’s were a 

barren time. The only 

chance for silverware 

was the 1969 final.  The 

manager of  the side was 

a former midfielder for 

the club in Rafael 

Iriondo, who had played 

for the club for thirteen 

years 1940-1953. While he 

was at the club he had an 

amazing partnership 

with Augustin Gainza, 

Jose Luis Panizo, and 

Telmo Zarra. This group 

of  legends brought the 

club the 1943 La Liga Ti-

tle and four Copa Del 

Generalisimos.              

 Elche their opponent 

on the other hand have-

n’t been as lucky. Their 

golden period for a lack 

of  better words was dur-

ing the sixties and seven-

ties. They finished fifth 

in La Liga in 1963-64. 

That’s what brings us to 
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1969 
 the topic at hand. Elche’s 

manager at the time was 

Roque Maspoli, who was 

the goalkeeper for the 

Uruguay national team 

that won the 1950 World 

Cup. Rogue also was a 

stalwart with Penarol at 

the time. Juan Asensi the 

Elche midfielder turned 

his time at Elche into a 

big time move to Barcelo-

na.                                

 This was also a coming 

back to the norm for Ath-

letic Club. The Basque 

side was expected for a 

good majority of  time to 

be in the final, and win it. 

They had won their 20th 

Copa in 1958 with a 2-0 

win over Real Madrid, but 

then had to wait 11 more 

years to win their next 

one. In between those 

years Athletic Club would 

suffer defeats at the 

hands of  Real Zaragoza 

in 1966, and Valencia in 

1967.                              

 Going into the match 

in Madrid’s Santiago 

Bernabeu on June 15, 1969 

it came out from the Ath-

letic Club’s Anton Arrieta, 

one of  the five attackers 

who would always start, 

was scheduled to miss the 

match due to an illness. 

However he didn’t miss 
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 the match. Throughout 

most of  the match Elche 

dictated most of  the 

play, but weren’t able to 

break the lead as legend-

ary goalkeeper Jose An-

gel Iribar deflected all 

the shots that came to-

wards him. The match 

was decided on an 82nd 

minute goal by the afore-

mentioned Arrieta. This 

was after Athletic Club 

was able to take control 

of  the match in the 77th 

minute.                       

 The irony of  this is 

General Franco was all 

about Madrid, and didn’t 

look too highly upon the 

Basque Region or any 

other parts of  the coun-

try, had to hand the tro-

phy adorning his name 

to Athletic captain Koldo 

Etxeberria. Athletic Club 

would have another dry 

spell in the Copa, not 

making it or winning it 

until the 1972-1973 sea-

son against CD Castel-

lon featuring a young 

Vincente Del Bosque.  



TUVALU KIRIBATI 

F.S.M. 

NAURU 

MARSHALL ISLANDS 



THE UNITED KINGDOM 

VATICAN CITY 

MONACO 

PALAU 

Words: Adam Beaumont 

Design: Archie Willis 
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FIFA has 211 mem-

ber associations as 

of  time of  writing 

and there are 195 

UN recognised in-

dependent coun-

tries. These associ-

ations stretch 

across the globe, 

from the oldest of  

stalwarts like Uru-

guay and France to 

the newest or most 

debated of  territo-

ries/countries like 

Kosovo and Gibral-

tar. To quote: 

“FIFA’s new vision 

is to promote the 

game of  football, 

protect its integrity 

and bring the game 

to all.” This is ad-

mirable and implies 

that anyone, world-

wide, could play in 

a FIFA World Cup, 

should they be tal-

ented enough.       

 Though it is pos-

sible to cover the 

bizarre differences 

in treatment of  var-

ious territories such 

as Guadeloupe, 

Zanzibar and Sint 

Maarten, the nebu-

lous FIFA statutes 

do have a line 

vaguely prohibiting 

the admission of  

non-independent 

associations. In-

habitants of  such 

territories are then 

often eligible to 

play for their parent 

country. Without 

any such excuse for 

independent coun-

tries, more mem-

bers than inde-

pendent countries 

and with their mis-

sion so clear, one 

could imagine that 

independence im-

plies membership, 

yet it does not. So, 

who are the 9 inde-

pendent countries 

that FIFA is not in-

terested in and 

what’s football like 

there? 

“FIFA’S NEW VISION IS TO PROMOTE THE 

GAME OF FOOTBALL, PROTECT ITS INTEG-

RITY AND BRING THE GAME  TO ALL.” 
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THE UNITED KINGDOM 
Let’s get the easy one out of  

the way first. All 4 constitu-

ent  countries of  the United 

Kingdom (England, Wales, 

Scotland and Northern Ire-

land) are members of  FIFA 

as per FIFA statute 11.5: 

“Each of  the four British as-

sociations shall be recog-

nised as a separate member 

association of  FIFA.” So, 

while a UK team will not 

play at  a World Cup, the in-

dividual associations play 

separately and have all made 

at least one appearance on 

the world’s greatest stage. 

VATICAN 
The world’s smallest 

independent nation  

has almost 2.5 active 

popes per square km. 

C
IT

Y
 

They also have a men’s and 

women’s football side, a 

football league and multiple 

cups. However, very few Vat-

ican passports exist and the 

inhabitants, being fully en-

sconced in the Italian city of  

Rome (and typically living 

there), are mainly Italian. 

The league has run regular-

ly since 1973, with the oldest 

club being the typically un-

successful FC Guardia 

(formed from the Swiss 

Guard). In 2019 there were a 

few controversial incidents 

and 2 teams had points de-

ducted, with intense sport-

ing fervour even making its 

way to the Vatican. The 

men’s national team plays 
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“IN THE TINY 

STATE ON THE 

MEDITERRA-

NEAN COAST, 

MONEGASQUE 

FOOTBALL 

JUST ABOUT 

HANGS ON.” 

annually, mostly 

playing various 

club sides but 

they used to semi-

regularly play 

Monaco, and the 

women’s team 

was only founded 

within the last 

year. 

MONACO 
In the tiny state 

on the Mediterra-

nean coast, Mon-

egasque football 

just about hangs 

on. At maximum 

there’s been 3 cup 

style competitions 

running, with two 

continuing into 

the present day. 

The third cup, 

Challenge Moné-

gasque, has not 

run since 2016. 

Various Mone-

gasque clubs par-

ticipate, with 14 

participating in 

the 2018/19 pre-

liminary stage (6 

qualify for the top 

level Challenge 

Prince Rainier III 
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and 8 for the lower 

Trophée Ville de 

Monaco). Most 

teams represent 

public bodies or 

companies, such 

as Hôpital de 

Monaco.          

 The national 

team has been in-

active since 2014, 

with rumours that 

the current Prince 

prefers the pres-

tige of  AS Mona-

co in the French 

league system. 

They typically 

played the Vatican 

in friendlies but 

also nearby Occi-

tania and a few 

other teams from 

the area. Their 

most notable ap-

pearance was in 

the 3-team VIVA 

World Cup where 

a 3-2 victory over 

Occitania led 

them to a final 

against Sápmi. 

However, they 

then lost 21-1 

(after a 14-0 loss to 

the same team in 

the group stage). 

While largely inac-

tive, they are 

members of  ConI-

FA, with the Mon-

egasque disabled 

team winning the 

4-team 2019 ConI-

FA No Limits 

tournament. 

“FOOTBALL 

OFTEN 

SHARES THE 

INTERNA-

TIONAL AIR-

PORT.” 

TUVALU 
9 small sandy atolls 

make up the Polyne-

sian nation of  Tuva-

lu deep in the South 

Pacific Ocean. De-

spite extremely lim-

ited space (football 

often shares the in-

ternational airport), 

a league has eked 

out an existence 

consistently since 

1980. There was 

an intermission 

while the airfield 

underwent mainte-

nance, with the 



 50                                                                 

 FUTBOLISTA // ISSUE 01 

2nd HALF WORDS: ADAM BEAUMONT 

newly re-

named A-

Division start-

ing in 2001. 

Since 2011 

there has also 

been evidence 

of  a women’s 

league sys-

tem, though 

information is 

scarce and it  

is unknown as 

to whether it 

continues to 

the present 

day. 

The men’s 

national side 

(no women’s 

team has 

played an in-

ternational 

fixture) has 

been active 

since 1979 in 

the Pacific 

Games. Most 

notably, the 

2003 Pacific 

Games dou-

bled up as 

World Cup 

qualifying, 

leaving Tuva-

“THEY REMAIN NEGLECTED BY THE 

OFC AND FIFA.” 

lu as the only non-

FIFA member to 

participate in 

World Cup Qualify-

ing! Their results 

have typically been 

highly competitive 

against the bottom 

4 ranked OFC na-

tions and their 

journey to the 2018 

ConIFA World 

Football Cup 

showed their deter-

mination to play. 

That any competi-

tion could be made 

against nations 

with actual funding 

is impressive, 

though they re-

main neglected by 

the OFC and FIFA. 

 In terms of  oth-
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er football, they 

have had a futsal 

team, which took 

part in 3 Oceanian 

Futsal Champion-

ships but lost every 

game, often heavily. 

They scored 17 

goals across 16 

games but conced-

ed 146 in reply, even 

losing to fellow 

minnows Kiribati in 

their sole appear-

ance.                  

 Currently the 

OFC have stated 

that Tuvalu, being 

unable to host a 

qualifying round 

tournament, is una-

ble to become a 

member. Consider-

ing the lack of  

space and general 

infrastructure for 

such an event, this 

is likely to always 

remain impossible, 

though ground 

sharing arrange-

ments could be 

made with nearby 

Fiji as all transport 

to Tuvalu comes 

through there any-

way. 

KIRIBATI 
The Micronesian na-

tion of  Kiribati is 

spread across a vast 

area of  the Pacific 

Ocean, covering 3 

time zones 

(including being the 

only nation in UTC 

+14) and crossing 

the Equator. The 

National Champion-

ship, like many na-

tions where funding 

is low and teams are 

spread out, is for-

matted like a cup, 

with regionalised 

qualification for a fi-

nal group stage. 

While rarely held, it 

has existed since 

1984.                     

 The national side 

has attended 3 Pacif-

ic Games, though 
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not since 

2011, and 

has scored 7 

goals across 

11 games, 

including 3 

in their sole 

draw. This 

came 

against Tu-

valu and 

they subse-

quently lost 

on penalties. 

All their oth-

er games 

have been 

losses 

(conceding 

126), with 3-

2 to Tuvalu 

and 3-0 to 

the Cook Is-

lands being 

the narrow-

est. They 

rounded off  

the 2011 Pa-

cific Games 

with consec-

utive 17-1 

losses to Pa-

pua New 

Guinea and 

Tahiti and 

haven’t been 

seen since. 

The lack of  

grass and 

abundance 

of  sand and 

crushed cor-

al, both very 

abrasive sur-

faces to play 

“KIRIBATI 

ARE IN THE 

RARE POSI-

TION OF 

HAVING 

HAD A 

WOMEN’S 

FOOTBALL 

TEAM.” 

on, has led to 

defensive 

deficiencies, 

though the goal 

scoring record 

shows that the 

technical ability 

is there.                                 

 Kiribati are in the rare posi-

tion of  having had a women’s 

football team. The side attend-

ed the 2003 Pacific Games and 

lost all 6 games, scoring 2 and 

conceding 38 (the men’s team 

in 2003 scored 2 and conceded 

40 across 4 games). A 2-1 loss 

to 3rd place Tonga was the 
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highlight of  the tournament, 

though only 2 games were to-

tal whitewashes. A futsal team 

has also played, though only in 

2011, with them scoring 9 and 

conceding 54 in just 4 games. 

However, they did grab an all-

important 3-2 win over Tuvalu.         

 As with Tuvalu, the infra-

structure isn’t really there, 

though their national stadium 

is good quality and only re-

quires a grass surface to fit re-

quirements. An OFC visit is 

due sometime this year to fur-

ther assess them. 

 

                                              

The Micronesian archipelago 

nation of  Palau is mainly 

known for environmental ac-

tion rather than sports (where 

baseball and basketball reign 

supreme) but a football league 

does run semi-regularly. 2 sea-

sons are typically planned a 

year, though several have not 

been run or not been finished. 

A problem with the league in 

some years is that few native 

PALAU 

“PALAU IS MAINLY KNOWN FOR ENVIRON-

MENTAL ACTION RATHER THAN SPORTS.” 

Palauans take part, notably the 

most successful league team 

was Team Bangladesh, made 

up of  Bangladeshi citizens liv-

ing in Palau. However a 2016 

Youth League and an upcom-

ing visit by Uncharted Foot-

ball (who support football out 

in non-FIFA areas) are looking 

to help with that.                 

 The national side struggles 

with travel expenses but has 

history in the Micronesian 

games. The 1998 edition had 

reduced match lengths and 

team sizes but Palau came 3rd 

out of  6, beating non-native 

Palauans (Palau B) in the 3td 
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place match. Since then they 

have a 2nd and a 3rd place (out 

of  4) when football was held, 

in 2014 and 2018 respectively, 

with them being competitive 

against the FSM states, though 

they have not beaten Pohnpei 

since 1998. With sufficient in-

frastructure in place, the main 

barrier is local interest and 

funding. Despite their compar-

atively developed facilities, the 

AFC and OFC both delegate 

responsibility to the other and 

Palau remain ignored for now. 

FEDERATED 

STATES OF 

MICRONESIA 

(FSM) 
Of  the 4 states of  

FSM (Pohnpei, 

Yap, Chuuk and 

Kosrae), only 

Kosrae do not play 

football. However, 

due to the vast dis-

tances between the 

states, the remain-

ing three states 

have localised 

leagues with their 

representative 

teams in the Mi-

cronesian Games 

providing the only 

inter-state compe-

tition. 8 teams were 

set for the 2019 

Pohnpei league so 

the individual 

states can gain sig-

nificant interest. 

Football had most-

ly died out on the 

islands before Paul 

Watson (co-

founder of  Un-

charted Football) 

and Matt Conrad 

helped return it but 

has since thrived, 

despite the total 

lack of  funding.          

 Nationally, 

Pohnpei have dom-
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inated the Micronesian Games 

with gold medals in 2014 and 

2018. However, opportunities 

elsewhere have been limited, 

with a series of  crushing de-

feats at the 2003 Pacific 

Games and the u23 side’s per-

formance in the 2015 Pacific 

Games going down in infamy, 

despite numerous mitigating 

factors. Funding prevented 

any appearance at the 2019 

games. Pohnpei’s tour of  

Guam remains their main per-

formance out of  the country, 

with a 3-2 loss to Rovers, a 7-1 

wins against Crushers (both 

2nd division Guam sides at 

the time) and a respectable 3-0 

loss in 80 minutes or so 

against a mostly u19 Guam 

national side. 

“THE TINY EQUATORIAL, MICRONE-

SIAN ISLAND HAS OTHER CONCERNS 

THAN FOOTBALL.” 

NAURU 
Shrouded by con-

troversy, spiralling 

obesity rates and 

crippled by a lack 

of  income, the tiny 

equatorial, Micro-

nesian island has 

other concerns 

than football. How- 

ever, partly with 

the assistance of  

the indomitable 

Uncharted Foot-

ball, there exists 

an informal foot-

ball structure, with 

5-a-side being 

most prevalent. An 

international side 

has formed, with 2 

unofficial games 

to date, including 

a 2-1 victory 

against workers 

from the Solomon 

Islands, but their 

attempted partici-

pation in the 2018 

Micronesian 

Games did not oc-

cur when the gov-

ernment budget 

could not stretch 
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to allow Nauruan athletes to compete. They remain yet to make 

their international debut. 

 

 MARSHALL ISLANDS 
Space is the major issue in the 

mainly atoll-based Marshall 

Islands. What little land that 

could hold a pitch is mostly 

occupied by houses or is 

owned by those who wouldn’t 

want a pitch there. The facili-

ties that will be constructed 

for the 2022 Micronesian 

games will not contain a foot-

ball pitch as the government 

does not officially recognise 

any football on the islands. Lo-

cal small-scale football existed 

for a time for those in school-

ing but since appears to have 

folded. The only football that 

remains is on the pitch in the 

US military base on Kwajalein 

Atoll, which is not open to the 

public.                            

 There are various other par-

tially recognised states or 

states that aren’t formally rec-
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ognised as independent to the satisfaction of  FIFA (such as 

Abkhazia and Niue) but the 9 independent states only require 

to be members of  a confederation. With more stringent criteria 

and no assistance, the onus is on FIFA to resolve this and they 

have, so far, done nothing. 

“SPACE IS THE MAJOR ISSUE IN THE 

MAINLY ATOLL-BASED MARSHALL IS-

LANDS.” 

While these summaries are brief, hopefully they’ve conveyed 

the status of  the nations well. If  you want any further infor-

mation feel free to ask @ratkiller75 on Twitter and I can ex-

plain in more detail or direct you to someone who can. 



Words: Sivan John 

“SHERINGHAM DROVE THE 

BALL…” 



Design: Archie Willis 

“KLINSMANN ONLY HAD TO 

BEAT THE GOALKEEPER…” 
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LIVERPOOL VS SPURS FA CUP 95’ LIVERPOOL VS SPURS FA CUP 95’ 

The year was 1994 and 

Tottenham Hotspur were 

about to send shock-

waves to the entire Eng-

lish football fraternity. 

That summer they made 

a surprise announcement 

that they signed Jürgen 

Klinsmann. In my view, 

Germany's World Cup 

winner is the biggest 

name from abroad to ar-

rive in England 

since  Ossie Ardiles and 

Ricky Villa.               

 Spurs were in fact 

planning to make a sono-

rous statement that sea-

son. Now managed by 

Ardiles, they had also 

brought in Romanian su-

per duo Ilie Dumitrescu 

and Gheorghe Popescu. 

Both had enjoyed a 

splendid summer repre-

senting their country at 

the World Cup held in 

the United States. Under 

the ownership of  Alan 

Sugar, Spurs were dead 

serious of  disrupting the 

status quo at the top.  

 Yet, the season didn't 

go down as according to 

plan. Firstly, they were 

banned from the FA Cup 

after the club was found 

to be involved in finan-

cial irregularities. Incon-

sistency in the league 

eventually lead to Ardiles 

losing his job. The Ro-

manian duo also failed to 

adapt to life in England 

and after some time left 

for Spain.                        

 In came Gerry Francis 

to help revive the club’s 

LIVERPOOL VS SPURS FA CUP 95’
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LIVERPOOL VS SPURS FA CUP 95’ 

fortune and things were 

starting to improve. Fur-

ther good news is that, 

Spurs won their appeal 

which allowed them to be 

reinstated in the FA Cup. 

With the Premier League 

now out of  reach, they 

could at least try to sal-

vage something with a 

good cup run.          

 Spurs was having a fi-

ne progress, dispatching 

the likes of  Altrincham, 

Sunderland and South-

ampton in a dramatic re-

play. Their quarter-

final  match up, was a 

trip to Anfield to play 

against Liverpool. This 

game had all the script 

of  a potential to be a vin-

tage cup tie.                

 Liverpool had the 

rousing Kop End to gal-

vanize the atmosphere. 

On the other hand, Spurs 

had a team that weren't 

going to be submerged 

under any ambiance. The 

home side had the RAF 

(Rush and Fowler) 

squadron to lead their at-

tack. The visitor had the 

TAJ (Teddy and Jürgen) 

Mahal who were worthy 

of  any strike partnership. 

What more can you ask 

for?                                   

 From the beginning, it 

was all end to end stuff. 

Liverpool were looking to 

be more auspicious to 

break the deadlock. The 

wait was over in the 36th 

minute when Mark Wal-

ters made a sublime run 

from his own half. So awe

LIVERPOOL VS SPURS FA LIVERPOOL VS SPURS FA CUP 95’ 
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-inspiring that it con-

tained three different 

classic moments in foot-

ball history.                

 First was Diego Mara-

dona's similar dazzling 

whiz he did against Eng-

land in 1986. It followed 

with a typical Johan 

Cruyff  turn that left a 

couple of  Spurs defend-

ers hypnotized. It ended 

with a typical John 

Barnes cross that found 

Robbie Fowler waiting to 

head the ball in. The Kop 

End was all in exuberant 

mode.                           

 That happiness howev-

er was short lived for just 

two minutes. Klinsmann 

wanted to make his mark 

at one of  the most fa-

mous grounds in Eng-

land. Receiving the ball 

from David Howells, he 

was on through to make 

strike against Liverpool's 

goal post.                       

 Instead, the Spurs 

Luftwaffe decided to 

pause, open his einsteini-

um brain and analyse his 

surroundings from a gra-

dient of  180 degrees. He 

realized that an incoming 

Teddy Sheringham had a 

better chance of  drawing 

things level.               

 Thus he gave a subtle 

pass to his strike partner. 

This time it was the Liv-

erpool's defenders turn 

to be left in a state of  

shambles. Sheringham 

drove the ball in a curvy 

angle towards the right 

end of  the goal. Liver-

LIVERPOOL VS SPURS FA CUP 95’
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pool’s keeper David 

James was completely 

out of  reach. The ball 

hits the post and goes in. 

 That's how the game 

remained at half  time. 

Two goals that didn't 

necessarily have the best 

finishing. But the build 

up on both occasions had 

more quality. It didn't 

contain the typical Brit-

ish physical style of  play, 

instead a more continen-

tal flair and technique. 

 The second half  re-

sumed, both teams tried 

to settle things within 90 

minutes. Spurs would 

have been more than 

happy to force a replay at 

White Hart Lane. But 

the trident attacking of  

Darren Anderton, Sher-

ingham and Klinsmann 

had other ideas. In the 

89th minute, together 

they combined to orches-

trate one of  the most 

thrilling finishes seen in 

the FA Cup.                     

 It started with Ander-

ton intercepting a Liver-

pool clearance and pass 

the ball to Sheringham. 

He had to make an expe-

ditious decision within a 

matter of  seconds. Sher-

ingham flicked the ball 

perfectly to Klinsmann 

who skedaddled away 

from a couple of  Liver-

pool defenders. They 

must have been awe-

stricken by Sheringham’s 

move that they complete-

ly forgot about the Ger-

man striker.  

LIVERPOOL VS SPURS FA LIVERPOOL VS SPURS FA CUP 95’ 
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 Klinsmann only had to 

be beat goalkeeper Ian 

Walker. With a path that 

was left to him like an 

open highway, the ball 

was only going to end up 

in one place. A section of  

the crowd at Anfield were 

given divine right to 

knees up themselves. Af-

ter all, an enrapture fin-

ishing like that which 

combines with an artisan 

footwork, can never end 

on the losing side.   

 Spurs would go on to 

meet Everton in the semi

-final. To my mind this 

was destined to be their 

season, winning the FA 

Cup. I had pictured all 

along Klinsmann walking 

up the iconic pathways 

of  Wembley to lift a tro-

phy. I must say that I 

wasn’t wrong though. 

Only thing is that mo-

ment had to wait for an-

other year when he would 

lead his country to win 

EURO 1996.                

 The Toffees torpedoed 

themselves to the final 

with a 4-1 win. Shattering 

any hope of  Spurs end-

ing the season with the 

trophy. Once the season 

ended, Klinsmann would 

leave for Bayern Munich 

that summer. He left 

Spurs not only as an in-

stant legend but with one 

of  the most memorable 

cup tie wins that I will 

never forget. 

LIVERPOOL VS SPURS FA CUP 95’
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“THE BALL WAS ONLY 

GOING TO END UP IN 

ONE PLACE.” 



Words: Onur Bilgic 



Design: Archie Willis 
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George Weah’s story and 

football career began in his 

native Liberia. The turning 

point of  his career came with 

Monaco manager Arsene 

Wenger discovering him, af-

ter a period of  good football 

and local successes in Africa. 

In 1988 he transferred to 

Monaco. Just a year later he 

was chosen as the best Afri-

can player of  the year for 

1989. While Weah’s career 

was on an upward trajectory, 

Liberia was going through a 

troubled period. During his 

first years in Monaco, Liberia 

was going through a civil war 

and it was almost impossible 

for Weah to communicate 

with his family. Regarding 

that period of  his life, he said 

“I did what I had to do. I had 

to stay strong and wipe away 

negative impressions of  my 

country with the best game I 

could play. I could not forget 

about my country, but I made 

a sacrifice for 90 minutes. 

This made me mentally 

stronger and ensured my ca-

reer progressed positively.” 

During those tough days, 

Arsene Wenger told him 

“You could become a very 

good player. You could be-

come the best in the world” 

which served to motivate him 

and was the first indicator of  

something that would turn 

true in the years to come.                       

 George Weah won the 

Coupe de France in 1991 with 

Monaco and played Cup 

Winners Cup final in 1992. In 

the summer of  1992, he trans-

ferred to Paris Saint-Germain 

and won the Coupe de 

France twice and Ligue 1. 

The best year of  his career 

was 1995. In the 1994-95 sea-

son, Paris Saint-Germain 

reached to semi-finals in the 

Champions’ League and 

Weah was the top-scorer of  

the tournament with 7 goals. 

At the end of  the year he was 

awarded with the Ballon 
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D’Or and the FIFA player of  

the year award. (The first and 

only African footballer to be 

awarded for the best player 

of  the year.) Accepting the 

award for the player of  the 

year, he dedicated it to his 

former manager Arsene 

Wenger who believed that 

George Weah will be the best 

one day.                                 

 In 1995 he transferred to 

Milan. Fabio Capello’s man-

agement became one of  the 

most important figures of  the 

attacking line that also in-

cluded Dejan Savicevic, Zvo-

nomir Boban, Roberto Bag-

gio and Marco Simone. Mi-

lan finished the 1995/96 sea-

son as the winners of  Serie A 

and George Weah was the top

-scorer in his team with 11 

goals. In the five seasons he 

played for Milan, the team 

won the Serie A twice. Weah 

scored the best goal of  his 

Italian career on September 

8th 1996, against Verona. The 

goal embodied all the quali-

ties that made George Weah 

a great player: power, speed, 

dribbling and the finishing 

touch.                             

 Weah continued his career 

at Chelsea, Manchester City 

“I HAD TO STAY STRONG AND WIPE AWAY NEGATIVE IMPRES-

SIONS OF MY COUNTRY WITH THE BEST GAME I COULD PLAY. I 

COULD NOT FORGET ABOUT MY COUNTRY, BUT I MADE A SACRI-

FICE FOR 90 MINUTES.” - GEORGE WEAH 
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and Marseille. In the 350 

games he played during his 

career in European Leagues, 

he scored 134 goals and won 

7 cups, which made him one 

of  the best players of  his 

generation. Ballon D’Or, 

FIFA player of  the year, Afri-

can player of  the year and the 

Milan Hall of  Fame awards 

were his individual rewards. 

Nelson Mandela once de-

scribed him as the “pride of  

Africa”. Weah’s football ca-

reer came to a successful end 

by June 2003. Many of  his 

colleagues’ path was going to 

same direction such as be-

coming a manager, commen-

tator etc. But George Weah’s 

aim was different. He pre-

ferred the path that only a 

few ex-footballers had gone 

such as Grzegorz Lato, Gian-

ni Rivera and Romario. The 

path was called politics. It 

was now time to go back to 

his country Liberia. The po-

litical career he would set out 

on back home would prove 

equally successful as his foot-

ball career. 
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 At the time when George 

Weah ended his football ca-

reer, there was civil war in Li-

beria and during the clashes 

in March 2003, President 

Charles Taylor had to resign 

and was exiled to Nigeria. 

There was a need of  change. 

With United Nations inter-

vention in September 2003 

there was an opportunity to 

establish peace and a transi-

tion government was found-

ed in October. Two years lat-

er, a presidential election in 

two rounds was held on Oc-

tober 11th and November 8th. 

Ellen Johnston Sirleaf  

emerged the winner. Sirleaf  

had won 59 per cent of  the 

vote. His opponent was a 

well-known name. George 

Weah, who had embarked on 

politics following his football 

career had won 46 per cent of  

the vote, despite it being his 

first bid for office. While los-

ing his initial run for presi-

dent of  Liberia, Weah had re-

ceived a high percentage of  

the votes. This was only the 

beginning for him.               

 At the 2011 election, Ellen 

Johnston Sirleaf  won 90 per 

“THE PO-

LITICAL 

CAREER 

HE SET 

OUT ON BACK HOME WOULD PROVE 

EQUALLY SUCCESSFUL AS HIS FOOT-

BALL CAREER.” 
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cent of  the vote. George 

Weah had contested the elec-

tions by supporting another 

candidate, Winston Tubman. 

Weah had lost his second 

election. But his time as pres-

ident was fast approaching. 

While losing the first two 

contests he had participated 

in, he had gained experience, 

elected as senator for Monro-

via in 2014 and had complet-

ed his university degree at 

the DeVry University in the 

USA. In April 2016, he an-

nounced that he would be a 

candidate for presidency in 

the 2017 election. At the first 

round of  elections held on 

October 10th 2017, none of  

the candidates got the suffi-

cient percentage of  the vote, 

necessitating a second round. 

In the second round held on 

December 26th 2017, the two 

candidates with the most 

votes in the previous round, 

George Weah and Joseph 

Boakal faced off. George 

Weah won with 61 per cent of  

the vote. He had added a ma-

jor political success to his ca-

reer in football. This was a 

first in the history of  politics 

and football. For the first 

time ever, a former profes-

sional footballer had been 

elected as the president of  a 

country. Taking office with 

an inauguration ceremony 

held at the Samuel Doe Stadi-

um in Monrovia on January 

22nd 2018, George Weah, the 

President of  Liberia, said: 

“I’ve spent years at stadiums. 

But what I’m feeling today is 

something else.”            

 Arsene Wenger, who has 

been witnessing George 

Weah’s life since 1988 

summed it up well. Being 

asked about George Weah 

elected as the president of  

Liberia at a press conference, 

Arsene Wenger said: “His life 

is like a film. It’s unbelieva-

ble. I remember when I first 

saw him the first time in 
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“I’VE SPENT YEARS AT STADUMS. BUT 

WHAT I’M FEELING TODAY IS SOMETHING 

ELSE.” - GEORGE WEAH 
1995, becoming the best player in the world. And today, be-

coming the president of  his country. It’s an unbelievable sto-

ry. But it’s down to the fact that one thing that was common 

in George’s attitude is being strong mentally absolutely unbe-

lievably convinced that he has a mission. I would like to say 

this guy is an example for everybody who plays football today. 

For all the players.” 



Words: Steven Fyfe 



Design: Archie Willis 
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With over 250 games in a ca-

reer that spanned over 15 

years, which included life at 

arguably the world’s biggest 

club, international recognition 

and at all levels of  the EFL 

pyramid, former striker Daniel 

Nardiello kicks off  this new 

series of  Championship Man-

ager legends recounting their 

careers exclusively to Steven 

Fyfe for FUTBOLISTA. Very 

few gems in the much-loved 

football management simula-

tion game enjoyed a career 

matching their digital version, 

but the former Manchester 

United, Barnsley and Bury 

front man certainly did and 

this is his story... 

STEVEN FYFE: Coming through the ranks at United is the 

stuff  of  dreams for many kids - what was it like living that? 

DANIEL NARDIELLO: It was an incredible experience, one 

that I only really appreciate now that I have retired. I was very 

lucky to train alongside some of  the best players and under the 

best manager in the world. When I was younger I just took it in 

my stride as if  it was normal not realising how unique it was. 
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However, I do think that is a good thing, it meant I felt no pres-

sure and just enjoyed my football. 

 

SF: Which players did you just know would make it? 

DN: This is a good question as the players I was certain would 

make it big time didn’t and the most successful player in my 

MUFC youth team was one of  the players I wouldn’t of  

thought. Many things change from when you sign for a club af-

ter school to actually making it as a pro footballer with a pro-

longed career. It’s a ruthless world and not everyone is cut out 

for it. 

SF: On a personal note (as I am a Swindon fan) how was it 

hearing the tragic news about Jimmy Davis? 

DN: I know it rocked everyone at Swindon. It was awful, Jimmy 

was one of  a kind – an unbelievable talent and an even better 

character. He would have had an amazing career – it was a 

tragedy. 

 

SF: Coming from a football family, was there a pressure for you 
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to “make it”? 

DN: No, it spurred me on. I wanted to be better than my Dad 

and Uncles. It was a massive positive as my Dad had the big-

gest influence on my career, even if  I didn’t always listen to 

him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SF: Moving away from United and Barnsley is probably the 

place you called home - what was your time there like? 

DN: Loved it! Barnsley will always hold a special place in my 

heart – great club, great fans and the team spirit was incredi-

ble. 

 

SF: Bury is another club you have settled at for a prolonged pe-

riod (over spells) - what does the club mean to you and how 

sad has their plight been? 

DN: I live in the local area now – it’s heart breaking what has 

happened to this great club. I really enjoyed my time there, 

had a good promotion season and have nothing but fond mem-

ories. The fans really do not deserve this, Bury FC is a huge 

part of  the community and I really hope the EFL change their 

“I WAS VERY LUCKY TO TRAIN ALONG-

SIDE SOME OF THE BEST PLAYERS AND 

UNDER THE BEST MANAGER IN THE 

WORLD.” 
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decision. 

 

SF: Your best scoring ratio, I believe, was at Rotherham - what 

clicked there? 

DN: Starting games regularly and playing with Alex Revell 

helped, he was a dream to play upfront with, but it was also be-

cause I played the majority of  games as a striker and not as a 

winger like I did at other clubs. I preferred playing up top, but 

some managers liked me on the left wing. 

 

SF: How has your game developed over the years and how has 

the role of  the striker changed? 

DN: Starting at MUFC and then working my way down the 

leagues my game had to adapt to the style of  play each league 

represented. It was ultimate football at United and as I went 

lower the quality wasn’t as good. I know that has changed 

somewhat now with more managers preferring to play football 

than lumping it forward in the air. 

 

SF: I believe you also played for Wales. What was it like and 

how good did it feel to represent your country? 
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“I ALWAYS SIGNED 

MYSELF - I WAS BET-

TER ON THE GAME 

THAN IN REAL LIFE.” 

DN: It was a massive hon-

our – I followed in my fa-

ther’s footsteps which was 

a really nice thing to do. 

 

SF: So, are the boots firm-

ly hung up now? 

DN: I have retired from football, I am too old and fat to play 

now – I am now working as a financial adviser. I studied whilst 

at Bury and was able to walk straight into a job when I fin-

ished. 

 

SF: What, in your opinion, are your best or most memorable 

goals? 

DN: My most important goal was for Barnsley in the playoff  

final against Swansea and my most memorable was for Exeter 

against Plymouth in the 93rd minute – I have played in many 

derby games but that was another level. It was actually quite 

intimidating at full time. 

 

SF: I know you are aware of  CM0102 but did you ever play it? 

If  yes would you play/sign yourself ? 

DN: Of  course, I was addicted to 

it and yes I always signed myself  – 

I was better on the game than in 

real life. I only wish I had time to 

play it now. 





Design: Archie Willis 



Words: Pedro Almeida 
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 The French sports 

newspaper 

L'Équipe is noto-

riously harsh with 

their player rat-

ings. Since being 

founded in 1946, 

only 10 players 

have ever been 

awarded a perfect 

10/10 rating. In 

this series, I take a 

look back at those 

perfect perfor-

mances, alongside 

the shirts the play-

er wore in the 

game. The player 

may have got a 

perfect score, but 

would the kit get a 

10/10 too? 

THE MATCH 
8th May 2019 was a special 

day for me for various rea-

sons: 

 It was my son’s 2nd birthday 

 I was returning home from a lovely holiday in Switzerland 

and Liechtenstein 

 My beloved Spurs were playing in the 2nd leg of  the 

Champions League semi-final 

And it was due to the first two reasons that I wouldn’t be 

able to watch the biggest match in Spurs’ history… gutted 

was an understatement.                                                                        

 So, at 9pm, I was sitting at the gate waiting to board my 

flight home, when a gentleman sat next to me and started 

watching the match on his phone… ‘Amazing’, I thought, 

LUCAS MOURA 

LUCAS MOURA 
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 ‘I’ll be able to catch of  the match after all’... 45 minutes lat-

er, I finally boarded the plane wishing I had never bothered 

watching the match. Spurs were losing 2-0 and as the plane 

took off, my only thought was that I hoped Spurs kept the 

score down…      As the plane made its way to the gate after 

landing, I switched my phone on to find out how much 

Spurs had lost by… and then my phone went crazy with no-

tifications… Turns out, I missed quite the 2nd half.        

 Spurs were through to the Champions League final and 

it was all thanks to one man… Lucas Moura. 

LUCAS MOURA 

LUCAS MOURA 

T
H

E
 P

L
A

Y
E
R

 

To score a hat trick is already pretty good but to do it in 45 

minutes, in a Champions League semi-final, when your 

team is 2-0 down and staring elimination in the face… 

that’s special!                                                                           

 In that 2nd half, Lucas Moura was unplayable. His pace, 
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LUCAS MOURA 

LUCAS MOURA 

quick feet and finishing were just 

too much for Ajax to handle.           

 His first goal was all about his 

pace and determination. Danny 

Rose played a long ball to the cen-

tre circle where Moura touched it 

on to Dele Alli. Alli then ran with 

the ball towards the Ajax area and 

just before reaching the area, he 

cut inside where the onrushing 

Moura took over. He accelerated 

past Alli and the Ajax defence to 

then calmly slot the ball into the 

net.                                             

 Moura’s second goal owed 

much to his speed of  thought and 

quick feet. After, Onana, the Ajax 

goal-keeper, made a fantastic 

point-blank save to deny Fernan-

do Llorente, the Ajax defence 

dithered getting the ball clear. 

Moura was there to pounce on the 

loose ball. With his back to goal, 

Moura proceeded to dance around 

a couple of  challenges before 
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LUCAS MOURA 

LUCAS MOURA 

turning and slamming the 

ball into the goal with his left 

foot. Game on!                  

 The game went crazy. The 

game ebbed and flowed, 

with chances at either end. 

Ajax had chances to kill the 

game, and with each miss 

the tension increased. Spurs 

were still in the game but 

when Jan Vertonghen hit the 

bar in the 86th minute and 

had the rebound cleared off  

the line, it felt like Ajax 

would now see the game 

out…                                  

 Lucas Moura had other 

ideas…                              

 With 10 seconds left of  in-

jury time, a long ball was 

played towards the Ajax area. 

Llorente knocked the ball 

down to Alli, who had the 

calmness to play a through-

ball behind the defender and 

into the path of  the Moura… 

and at a time when focus 

and calmness were required, 

Moura delivered. He lashed 

the ball into the bottom cor-

ner, completing his hattrick 

and sending Spurs to the 

Champions League final. 

 With 45 minutes of  the tie 

left, Spurs were out. They 

needed a miracle and Moura 

duly delivered. 
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LUCAS MOURA 

LUCAS MOURA 

On that memorable night in 

Amsterdam, Spurs were 

wearing their green third 

shirt and despite the unor-

thodox colourway (for Spurs 

at least), it will probably go 

down as one of  THE classic 

Spurs shirts of  recent times. 

This is a shirt that will be 

forever synonymous with 

that Champions League 

campaign, so it is under-

standable that Spurs fans 

will hold it close to their 

hearts. However, it seems 

that this shirt is loved more 

so for the memories it 

evokes, rather than it actual-

ly being a nice-looking shirt. 

I, on the other hand, love it 

because of  those memories 

and because I genuinely 

think it’s a great-looking 

kit… although it wasn’t love 

at first sight.                   

 When the shirt was first 

released, I just didn’t know 

what to make of  it… I mean, 

when have Spurs ever played 

in green? and what was go-

ing on with the front of  the 

shirt? Is that a map? Howev-

er, this all changed once I 

had it in my hand. This was 

not just a standard template 

with no thought behind it. 

This was bespoke… this was 

special. This shirt was about 

‘home’ and that season, all 

THE SHIRT 
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LUCAS MOURA 

LUCAS MOURA 

Spurs fans could think about 

was that return home to the 

new White Hart Lane (I 

know it’s not officially called 

White Hart Lane anymore, 

but it still is to me).        

 There is a lot for me to 

love about this shirt. I love 

that the shirt uses design 

features taken from my first 

and favourite ever shirt, the 

1986 Hummel home shirt. I 

love that the green used is 

based on the logo of  an old 

brewery that owned part of  

the land where the new sta-

dium has been built. Howev-

er, what I love the most, is 

the map of  Tottenham de-

picted across the chest. As 

someone who was born and 

raised around Tottenham, to 

me this added a more per-

sonal element.                        

I may be biased but it’s 

10/10 for me. 





STOPPAGE TIME 

4 MINUTES OF ADDED TIME. 

4 SHORT-FORM ARTICLES. 
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Ronaldinho, a magician with the ball at his feet and a man 

who undoubtedly loved and probably still loves the sesh. The 

Brazilian’s sharp decline was heavily linked to his boozy life-

style. Who’d have thought it, eh? 

 It’s rumoured he’d only train once a week and even turned 

up to Messi’s first training session half  cut and straight from 

a night out. Effort. And yet despite the booze, heavy nights 

and missed training sessions he was special. Really special. 

Which is why Barca went out of  their way to capture his sig-

nature in 2003. The Brazilian signed for £21million from PSG, 

a massive statement of  intent from the Catalans. 

 Like the man himself  his home debut was unique. 80, 000 

fans piled into the Nou Camp for a game which kicked off  at 

12:05am. Yep, midnight.  

 Barcelona’s president Joan Laporta was adamant 

Ronaldinho’s home debut must be played before the interna-

tional break. He also wanted to avoid fielding a weakened 

side. So when Sevilla refused to play the game a day early on 

the 2nd of  September and instead insisted on the game going 

ahead on 3rd, Laporta came up with a cunning plan. Ensur-

ing their new star man could make his home debut and then 

jet off  to join his national team, the Barca President arranged 

for the game to kick off  at 12:05 on Wednesday morning. Ge-

B
Y

 
TREKUARTISTA 95 
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nius.  

 Barca failed to beat Sevilla in that game, but Ronaldinho 

scored what would be the goal of  the season. So I think it’s 

fair to say it was a worthwhile evening for the 80,000 Barca 

fans.  

 

For more short-form articles by TREKuartista 95, check out 

their Instagram page @trekuartista95. 

“LIKE THE MAN HIMSELF HIS 

HOME DEBUT WAS UNIQUE.” 
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WAYNE EDGE 

Marco Giampaolo’s time at AC Milan looks to be running out 

after just seven games in charge. 

 The former Sampdoria coach has taken just nine points 

from twenty one on the way to the Rossoneri’s worst league 

start for eighty years.  

 After an excellent spell at Sampdoria, Giampaolo landed his 

dream job at Milan, succeeding former coach and Milan leg-

end Gennaro Gattuso but it’s 

been a rocky start to say the 

least, starting with opening 

day defeat at Udinese, followed 

by two tight 1-0 wins against 

newly promoted Brescia and 

Hellas Verona respectively, the 

ship appeared to be righted 

but three straight defeats to 

city rivals Inter, Torino and 

Fiorentina followed and piled 

on the pressure.  

“THE ROSSONERI’S WORST 

LEAGUE START FOR EIGHTY 

YEARS.” 
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A scrappy 2-1 win away at ten man Genoa on Saturday 5th Oc-

tober hasn’t appeared to have allayed fears of  the sack 

though, as rumours are flying around that Milan are looking 

to bring in former Inter coach Luciano Spalletti as Giampao-

lo’s replacement.  

 Former club Sampdoria have just parted ways with coach 

Eusebio Di Francesco after just four months, could this be 

Giampaolo’s chance to reunite with The Blucerchiati and end 

his Milan nightmare? 

 

This article was originally posted on the FUTBOLISTA Insta-

gram account. Follow us @futbolistamag for more short-form 

articles, match day photography and much more.  

“COULD THIS BE 

GIAMPAOLO’S 

CHANCE TO RE-

UNITE WITH THE 

BLUCHERCHIATI 

AND END HIS 

MILAN NIGHT-

MARE?” 
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SAM BETTANY 

When transfer windows open, that buzz of  excitement and in-

trigue starts to build as your supported teams look to bolster 

their squads. I cannot help my eyes being glued to the TV 

each year to watch what usually is an underwhelming transfer 

deadline day with Jim White trying to get excited about a low-

er league loan move. For some fans, a signing from an over-

seas league usually means the player is unknown in the Eng-

lish game. “Who the hell is he?”. However, more often than 

not, video game players like myself  can often find themselves 

already knowing so much about a player before they step foot 

in England.                                                                              

 Like many others, I have been brought up on PES first, 

then FIFA and Football Manager throughout the years. I have 

always wondered what it would be like to not have access to 

them anymore. My dad, for example, is just relying on the eye 

test when we are watching a game together. After that, it is all 

about memorising the player. The difficulties with that mean 

he often forgets names, nationalities, positions etc. It’s then 

that I realise how much I rely on these video games to tell my 

dad about certain footballers. How much would I really know 

about certain teams, certain leagues, certain players, without 

being exposed to hours of  these huge accessible databases? 

THE IMPACT OF FOOTBALL GAMES ON OUR 

KNOWLEDGE OF PLAYERS 
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 Look at Bruno Fernandes at Sporting Lisbon. The Portu-

guese attacker was very heavily linked with a big money move 

to Manchester United in the summer. For football video game 

players, particularly FIFA, they already knew how good of  a 

season he had in Liga NOS based on the number of  high-

rated cards he had in the game. Fernandes received SEVEN 

different cards and ended up with a 94-rated Team of  the Sea-

son card out of  a possible 99 rating in FIFA 19, the edition of  

the game that covered the 2018/19 season.                            

 The exposure of  all these cards meant he was fairly well 

recognised and acknowledged in the community despite be-

ing in a less popular league. Yet for those average fans and 

Manchester United fans who do not play these games, it is 

very likely the first look they would have got of  him would 

have been the Nations League. The deal never went through 

in the end (when it really should have looking at Manchester 

United’s lack of  creativity so far this season).                        

 Overall, playing these video games and being exposed to 

footballers linked with your club or are expecting to sign is 

such an entertaining and fun addition of  personal scouting. 

Whilst the interactivity and performance of  your player is all 

down to you, there is little to no bias when it comes to the 

stats and facts about a player. That’s in comparison to the 

classic way we have all once used and may still use to scout 

players, through bias edited YouTube clips. 
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ADAM ENGLAND 

The Petr Cech 100 Club card. I was ten when I starting col-

lecting Match Attax cards, and the 100 Club cards were some 

of  the most elusive of  the lot. When I saw the shine of  the 

card glisten as I tore the pack open, it was just the start. From 

then on, I was hooked. I’d beg my parents to buy me packs 

whenever they went shopping, and I’d spent as much money 

as I was allowed to on them, storing them all safely in the 

branded binder and tins.                                                        

 Trading cards and stickers have become part of  football 

folklore for many of  us. Countless pocket money has been 

‘wasted’ over the years, as we vied to be the first in the play-

ground to get that elusive Rooney card.                                

 The 2010 World Cup gave me my finest hour. Usually, when 

opening a fresh pack of  Match Attax, the most valuable card 

would be at the front. Perhaps it’d be the Samuel Eto’o ‘Man 

of  the Match’ card, or a Fernando Torres ‘Star Player’ card. 

On one particular occasion, I opened the pack and it seemed 

pretty unremarkable. However, instead of  the usual seven 

cards this pack had eight, and the final card in the pack was-

n’t the usual Honduran or South Korean squad player. It was 

the Pele 100 Club card, one of  the most prestigious cards that 

you could uncover.  
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 For anyone not a football fan, the sheer exhilaration I felt in 

that moment would be puzzling. Yet, for an 11-year-old 

gripped with World Cup fever, it’s one of  the best things that 

can happen to you.                                                                   

 There’s something about the process of  collecting football-

ers that evokes some serious feelings of  nostalgia. How could 

it not - life was a hell of  a lot easier when your biggest worry 

was whether or not you’d unwrap a card or a sticker featuring 

your favourite player. Eventually, you grow up and your foot-

ball pastimes start to revolve around watching matches in the 

pub with a pint, but for a brief  period before your adolescence 

hits, collectable cards and stickers are something of  an addic-

tion. 

THANKS FOR READING AND 

THANKS TO THOSE WHO MADE 

ISSUE 01 POSSIBLE 
Yeah, we mean you kitandbone, Stephen Brandt, Adam Beau-

mont, Sivan John, Onur Biglic, Steven Fyfe, Pedro Almeida, 

Nova Marcos, Emmanuel Gebreyes, Wayne Edge, 

TREKuartista 95, Sam Bettany, Adam England, Richard Pac-

quette, Football And The City, Counter Attack, KitCards, 

The86, everyone interested in buying the print edition, the 

helpful team at Mixam and everyone else who helps us out! 



BRINGING TOGETHER GLOBAL FOOTBALL’S BEST STORIES. 

OCTOBER 2019 
EDITOR: ARCHIE WILLIS 

COVER ART: MATT PASCOE 

DESIGN: ARCHIE WILLIS 

ENQUIRIES:  

FUTBOLISTAMAGAZINE@GMAIL.COM 


